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Career and Future Aspirations 
 
During adolescence many people begin to think about what they’d like to do in the future.  
Please answer the following questions about your future and your career goals. 
 
We’d like to know how you see your future.  For the following questions, please use this scale. 
You think the chances are: 

(1= very low; 2= low; 3= about fifty-fifty; 4= high; 5= very high) 
 
What are the chances that: 
          1.  You will graduate from high school 

          2.  You will go to college 

          3.  You will have a job that pays well 

          4.  You will be able to own your own home 

          5.  You will have a job that you enjoy doing 

          6.  You will be married 

          7.  You will have children 

          8.  You will stay in good health most of the time 

          9.  You will be able to live wherever you want to in the country 

         10. You will be respected in your community 

         11. You will have good friends you can count on 

         12. You will keep in touch with your family (e.g., parents) 

 
13.  What is your career goal?                                                          
 
          14.  How likely is it that you will attain your career goal? 

(1=not likely at all; 2= may be likely but probably not; 3= could go either way; 4= very 
likely but not absolute; 5= definitely will) 

 
[Int.: If TC answers 1, 2, or 3 to question 14--go on to question 15, if not, go to the next 
page] 

 
15.  There are a variety of reasons why people may not see themselves achieving their current     
      goals.  I am going to read a list of possible reasons.  Please tell me whether or not these          
   are reasons that might keep you from attaining your goal. [Int.: Read each one] 
 

Y=1, N=0 
          a. You won’t have the money? 
          b. You won’t have had the chance to get enough experience? 
          c. You won’t want to do it that much? 
          d. You think your family background/experiences will make it difficult for you? 
          e. You won’t have had the opportunity to get the educational training you need? 
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          f.  You don’t think you will have the ability to reach your goal? 
          g. You will start a family or get married? 
          h. You won’t have the grades to get the job or training you need?  
          i.  Your parents will be opposed to the idea? 

 


